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Praise and Awe of

Age and Experience

v Rz Levdon

everal years ago I got the noton that I waated o
caprure on film the predons few remalning

# nyckelharpa masters in our midst, T’ve been around the
black enough times to know that the elder staresmen of this
persuasion have namcs like Nisse Nordstrém, Hasse Gille
and Sture Sahlstrém. These men are the pure gold of
Swedish traditional music, the deep roots, the aged
perfection wine. Seasoncd salts fascinate me, and so T am
naturally drawn to the elder practitioners of the
nyckelharpa’s charms, T envisioned and dared to dream of
documenting for posterity private jam sessions between old
salts and vounger cannons. My motives were not entirely
altruistic Twanted (o have such films. Twanied o be able
to study and imimerse nivself in such source macerial:

I envisioned an ongoing series. Portrait flms, Why was
ne one doing this already? What about the Swedish culoure
department? Kulturrddet? T see thewr imprint on almost
cvery recording and musical production coming out of the
country. 'They pour tons of money into
voung soda pop artists that might appeal
o the world market. I've approached
them on several occasions wich my

[nsidé:-

clicctively cancelling plans T was in the middle of making
with Olov Johansson to film the two of them together, T
shifred into bona fide panic mode. All of a sudden my desire
to document took on emergency sratus, 1 realized thar if T
wanted rhis, it was up to me, myself, to make it happen, and
that time was shart

I asked Peter Hedlund for help: He knows evervbody. 1
Hashed him a smile and assured him T can be almost
mnvisible—just me, two video cameras, some eripods,
microphones, a few cables Scuff like that Fle smiled back
and said he’d see what he could do. In short order, Perer
had Iined up Nisse Nordserdm. T was cestatic.

The requirement of a pre-existing reladonship of
respect and love bebween any twi musicians 1s a given 1
hoped for magic and believed in miracles. Nisse and Peter
were the willing subjects of my test run. We had ro film two
separate sessions and work out some bugs, No one
complained. Nisse was a real trooper, 1 think he would have
; plaved with Peter any number of times
just for the sheer joy of it, The Nisse
film is now finished and available oo

Chiberiow 3 DVD from my website—the first of
varicus nyckelharpa related projects ANA Prodocts For -"-'-u.!l: _ = what Wﬂ‘l hopefully grow tw become a
1]1::};,sk1rt the issuc, pass the buck,lsa_v 'Upmumg e i3 wond?rlhﬂ resource library f(n: students
0.7 Why wair [or nature to take ics BT v and aficionados of Sweden’s Anest
toll and chen lament the fact that no one e ; homegrown sounds,
bothered to document these folks while Leornilan; o iy N}'l:hd.h.l!pu 3 I set abour single-mindedly
there was still tme? When Curt Tallroth B PR oty fo M couriing the other pairs on my short

passed away in November 2001,

continned o page 11
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Tidlost (Timeless)
Leif Alpsio, with friends

Tongang AWCD-49, released 2003.

reviewed by Mait Fichrenbaum

cif Alpsjo has s music
from the people who
—a played it and danced to it
as part of their everyday lives,
Tradition-bearers like Tvar
Tallroth, Viksta-Lasse, and Eric
Sahlstrém So Leifs playing i
solid and down-to-earth—one
hears the connection with madition, the conceat in which
this music has always made sense
On tlus CD, Leit allows himselt to relax in che ¢ompany
of friends, ta lean back and play the music he enjovs. Solo,
o with plang or organ or guitar or accordion, he plays an
impressive collection of marerial. Mosdy Uppland tunes
including a couple of Le’s own tunes, but there are forays
farther aticld. Bach’s “Wacher auf” chorale prelude, for
cxample
This reviewer very much enjoys the combination of
nyckelharpa wich Malin Svensson’s pipe organ. On the
Smaland mne “Virestads brudmarsch,”™ and “Wachet auf,”
and the English reual dance tune “Abbots Bromley Horn
Danee,” Every harpa plaver ought to have a friend with a
pipe organ!
Leif plays solo for an Uppland bridal polska, a couple of

polskas efter August Bohlin, Ede Sahlsmom’s “Hem fran
Gesunda,” and a most soulfil rendicon of “Nir Linsman
tog kon™ (“Svirdsiovisin™). And two of s own tunes,
inchading the gende, respectful “Litde Walts for Sara™ for
his granddaunpghrer. His plaving isn’t flashy, but i’s genuine
and deep. Tt conveys whar the music has to say, and it’s a
fine exantple for us “immigrant” plavers. Any of these ruaes
is 2 worthy addidon to one’s repertoire,

A couple of walizes and a polska with piano, a handhal
of tunes with Dan Enxon’s guitar, a rollicking performance
of Saldstrém’s ' Lobopolketten™ with accordion, If there's
anvthing to question, 167 that the guitar somenmes lays
down a musical [Famework so detaded that it overwhelms
the polska’s natural rhythmic undesstatement and myvseery.
Bur that’s a small poior, and it doesn’t derract from the
delight of the music as a whole. The CD ends with the pop
standard “On the Sunny Side of the Srreer,” with T etf and
accordiomist Seth Lindell clearly having a good time with
their music:

For me tus C1 fits inco both the “for enjoyment™ and
“histen and learn™ categontes. I'm going to learn some of
the tunes, and I'm going to take wspiaton from the
plaving. Leif has done a fine job with this projecr, and ic’s
our good {ortunc that he 1s sharing it with us.

Special Summer CD Sale

®,  §ow through Angust 31, 2003—buy anv regular
% , ; priced C1 and receve an exera “mvstery CIY from
L %’*ﬁ our overstocked CD backlog absolutely frec. Yes, we
mean: free, As long as supplics last. You sec, over the years
we have ordered too many CDs of Swedish rraditional
music and folk music with ne nvekelharpa content, and our
bookshelves are groaning under the weight. We’re tired of
dusting them off, So we are going o pass this music on o
vou. Buy one new CD, ger one (ANA choice] free. Buy five,
get five fiee, It's that simple

All of the “mystery CDs” were at one time listed

somewhere on owr onlite catalog, and all of them are brand
new and Scandinavian music. Many of them are otherwise
unavailable in the USA Who knows what vou'll get? If vou
like it—great! If not—pass it along o someone who does!

Send m your CD orders now, to take adyarieage of tlis
one-dme offer.

Lo order, fill out the form printed in this issuc and mail
it in, or go onhne to www.nvekelhapa organd place your
orders there, Write the special secret code “FREE CD
OFFER” on your order!
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AWCD-49. Tonging
TIDLOST
Leif Alpsjo

Leif is a well known and
respecied teacher and
ambassador of the mvehelharpa
and Swedish folk music in
general The ANA came into
being as 4 result of Teif’s |
efforts and support and he 1s |
therefore an honorary life |
member. This is acrually Leif™s
first CD, long overdue and
very welcome! A beandiful
presencation by a man who
devores ns life o nurtunng
and bringing our the musician
i all of us. Dan Erivon, Sech
Lindell and Aadin Svensson
also paracipale on the record

AWCD-48, Tongiding
VAGEN
Peter Hedlund

Perer Puma Hedlund s a
legendary harpa plaver, Twice
designated World Champion,
firsc in 1992 and then again in
2000 The long awaired
“Vigen,” 2002, is Puma’s Arse
solu recorng i a decade. Teis
a monumental restuncnt to
the cxquisire beavgy and
versatility of the nyckelharpa
in the hands ofa true masrer,

MNYCKEL NOTES

Products for Sale by the ANA

Much more at www.nyckelharpa.org/sales/music catalog.html

Traditional tuncs as well as 2
good many of Perer’s own
composiions Tlus is a CD
have and listen to wich capt
alenton

MORRTELE ELITRAPELL

|4 = far=
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SLP-2071, Soner Grammaofon
LUFEAR SCHOTTIS
Norrtelje Elitkapell

Available only as CD-burner
copics from Norreelje Elikapell—
actually out of prine. Recorded in
1977 Back at the fime when

| Swedes where rediscos ering cheir

fantasnic tradinonal music, there
bursc upon rhe scene a band of
slightly irreveren and hghly
energized musicians whao called
themselves Notrielje Elickapell
(Norreelje s a town m Uppland’)
There i no march for the vitalior
and unbncdled joy rthis music
unleashes on the unsuspecting and
unininated bstener Peter Puma
Hedlund handles the nyckelharpa
end of things. Need we say more?
Also available from Noireelje
Ehckapell as CD-burner copics arc
“Med pukor och cumpeter™
{récorded 1981) and “Oskaplga
Litar” {recorded 1979 —borh also
feamiring Peter Hedlund on
nyckelharpa

AMCD-727, Anign
BLA BERGENS BORDUNER,

The Blue Mouncains are berween
Vistmanland and Virmland, and
arca where “Drone” music
survived into the presenc day
Anders {Stake) Norrude from
Hedningarmna—medieval
nyvckelharpa, bagpipes, hardan

gefele, fiddle, fuces; Ul Karlsson,
fiddle; Goran Fredrdsson,
bouzoukls, bagpipes; Scefan
LEkedall, cello, bagpipes. A really
grear albuin!

}:E'I'.'kll.‘{l'tlﬂ.rirt

ANACD-00-0t, ANA
NYCKELHARPA CONCERT
Peter Hedlund

Peter “Puma” Hedlund, 1992
and 2000 World Champion on
the nyckelharpa, plays m Ui
tradition tollowing Enc Sahlstedm
Very crsp and clegane, wich a
strong, sense of Uppland siyle
This 1s a re-issue by the ANA of
Peter’s fise €D fon Tongdng

Atrinm, 3984-22107-2
ANGEL ARCHIPELAGO
Johan Hedin

I Nvckelharpa playver Johon Iledin

plavs hiis own compositions,
with [ots of accompaniment on
modeen instruments [E% nor
tradicional folk music, buc

| Johan has really worked with
| cxpression and pushing the

limits of Lhe nyckelharpa: The
music is large and full, and very
inreresong, Johan is a
Riksspelman {1992} en
nyckelharpa, and a masrer
musictan

DROCD-000, Drone
TiLL ERIC

Six voung nyckelharpa viitnos,
ncluding chree world
champions, play 19 of Lric
Sahlstrém’s composidons. A
very liscenable album, with a
mix of solo wnes and smooch
ensembles, Very pralessional
and polished

DREOCD-012, Drone
ORSPRANG

Curt Tallroth &
Olov Johansson

Curt Tallroch comes from
Harbo in northern Uppland,
and plays fiddle, nyckelharpa |
clarner and guitar. Together
with his brothers Ivar, Sven




and Acour he s preserved a
umgue rradicion from che
legendary fddier and
nyckelharpa player August
Bohlin. When Glov Johansson
was 14 he mer Curr for the
first ume, ond chis was the
beginning of a long fiicndship
Olov plays nvckelharpa and
Addle, and is well known for
plaving wich che group Vasen
On this recording we hear owo
masrer musicians playing
together. You'll hear 37 tunes
they have plaved muany nmes
over the vears, with a unigue
closeness benween fddle and
nyckelharpa, Very traditional

DROCD-015, Dyone
HARDHAJEN
Hulling

This is the sccond album from
Hulling, a group of five voung
musicians. Ola Herezberg on
avckelharpa, Dan Sjoberyr on
fiddle, and Johanna Bolja on
vocals have been plaving and
singings folk musie for a long
Lime, while Jens Engelhreche
on guital and bouzouki and
Patnk [Lindberr on percussion
have a background of jazz,
rock, Latin and funk. On chis
recorchng we hear how their
skall ar playings together has
developed since their first
album three sears ago
Hulling’s music consists of a
varied selecrinn of dance tuncs.,
songs anc ballads in
arangements full of new ideas

DROCD-024, Dyone
VALJE A VRAKE
Ulrilca Bodeén

Singer Uhika Bodén las lnally
come out with her frst solo
CD! She sings Lunes from her
home area in Angermanland.
She 15 supported by Niklas
Roswall, nyckelharpa, Anders

—— e e—— e e e e o e

Norudde, bagpipe and fules. and
Jens Engelbrecht, gutar and
mandola

MCM 4001, Multicultural
Medin

DITTE ANDERSSON
Ditte Andersson

Dirre Andersson plays and sings
rradiional music [rom Sweden
Her voice and the evocarive sound
| of the nvekelharpa reflect the
musical mocher tongue ol her
home province, Uppland

NSD-6004, NovthSide
SPIRIT
Viasen

Visen plays heavenly music based
111 the rural Swedish madition wich
a conremporary flavor Llus s
acousde cnsemble plaving ar e
bese, with sounds char can
comnote ¢lassical soing quartets al
one moment and upbeat [olk/pop
anorher. “Spint™ {one of the
English tanslaticns of Yasen,
which also nclude essence, being,
nalure, character, noise, sounds,
fuss, ado, alien, and saul} compiles

the band’s work to date, from two
Swedish and one French scudio
album, a live album, and five
previously unreleased rracks 20
tracks, over 70 minuces

NSD-6017, NorthiSide
STORSVARTEN
Olov Johansson

Visen's nvckelharpa plaver sieps
ouc on his own for a “sola™ CD
11 of the 22 mances are solo, the
rest duos with one other plaer

15 of the tunes are tradinonal, the
resL are Olov’s own compositions,
including “TIallnatfen™ direct fut
wrirren for his teacher Curt
Tallroth™s 7ath birdhdav—a few
nighis before his birthday, with a
blind punch. Curt knocked 2
robber in s house out cold He
said abour it fater, “I just swung,
and it was a direct hur ?

NSD-6045, NorithSide
TiLL THE LIGHT OF DAY
Ranarim

Soha Sanden and Uledka Bodén—
vocals, Niklas Roswall—
nyckellarpa, Jens Engelbrecht—
Lrwtar

NSD-6046, NorthSide
HIMSELF
Anders Norudde

Solo album from a founding
member of Hedningmna Anders
Norudde 15 2 tafented ol
insrumenealist and compaoser, On

SUnnER 2003

this, his first solo recording,
Anders explores both
crachoonal and oripgina tunes
on fiddle, bagpipe, moraharpa,
and Hures As a solost,
lovwever, Anders 1s relanvely
unknewn. Many have been
capmaced by his vircuosity as a
muld-instrumentalise and by
his abiliy to wrire good runes
Iere we hear him play beth
old mnes and original
compositions, accompanied on
somie selections by Goran
“Freddv” Eredericksen on
gutral and bowsouki Himsell
ts a musical porceait of one of
the great Lradinonal musicians
of our ome

NSD-6031, NoythSide
Byss CALLE
Nycketharpa Orchestra

Byss-Calle 15 che nyvckelharpa’s
most legendary player; a man
whose talents nere so grear
that they were widely belicved
Lo be supermanual Here, Lhe
Nvclkelharpa Qrehesira pays
cibure £ e mascer composc
and plaver Byss-Calle. A scxrer
of Sweden’s best plavers, the
Nyvcketharpa Orchesira presentcs
padinonal mnes in classically-
soled artangements thar
showcase the umque beaory
and remarkable qualinies of dhe
mscrument and the music

——— e ———




BLCD-0103, self published
ENKOM
Bosse Lindstrom

“T am very glad w0 have had
the opporlunity o meet, listen
o and play with a lor of che
old folk musicians one of
them, Curt Tallrath, has piven
me a lot of inspiration In the
old times, the nyckelharpa was
often played by one single
musician. rherefore iris a
challenge to do this CD. Talso
hope that you as a listener s
gernng a feeling for whar the
music tradifion from Uppland
has to offer."—Bosse
Lindstrim {liner nokes)

DBRPCD-11, self published
ROSLAGSLATAR

Ajbin 8 Ceylon &
Henry Wallin

Ceylon Wallin was onc of the
| “grand old men” of the
| nyckelharpa unol lus death in
1986 Together with his
brother Henry, they carfied on
the tradidonal plaving of their
father Albin. The Arst disc of
this double C13 was recorded
in 1994, with Diego Regoddn
and Henry Wallin, singing and
fiddle The sccond disc leatures
recordings from 1969-1984,
with Albin (singing}, Ceylon

(Addle). This CD was
produced together with a book
that has all the wnes writen
out, along with lots of prenives
and text

{nyckelharpa) and Henry -

AWCD-L, Tongiing
SILVERBRASHARPA ANNO
1992

Ingvar & Lena Jorpeland

Lena and Tngrvar Jorpeland play
the older style on wien-of-the-
CETUEY WNSIIUMENTS
Stlverbasharpa was rhe dominant
form of the nyckelharpa in the
hundred years preceeding about
1930, replaced by the modern
(3-row chromaric) harpa Tt has a
older sound, some say tinnict, but
with a lot more overtones This
album really shows the roows of
modern playing, wich rhythm as
imporrant as melody. Great music,
preat musicians, Lena is world
master of the nyckelharpa and he
husband Ingyar nor only plays but
builds them oo

AWCD-4, Tongang
HOGMARKARNA
Esbjorn, Sture, & Goran
Hogmark

This is 1 recording, by a family
o, consisring of the taing
Esbjorn and Sture Hogmack on
the nyckelharpa, and Esbjérn’s
son Géran on the fiddle Hsbjorn
and Sture grew up in Osterbybruk
in Uppland, which i one of the
places where the aycketharpa
tradition s strongest Here they
perform mosdy waditional
nyckelharpa tones, including many
of rhe now cassic composifons of
En¢ Sahlstrom and other
musicians [rom Uppland, A good
album for dance nwsic

AWCD-7, Tongdng
HurLme

Ola Hertzberg, Jens

| Engelbracht, Dan Sjéberg

The group Iulling was formed
1992, and consists of five young
musicians: Ola Hertzberys,
nyckelharpa, Dan Sjoberg, hddic,
TJens Lingelbrecht, guirar, Pacrk
Lindberg, percussion, and
Johanna Bidlja, vocals Ola, Dan
and Johanna have been involved
inn folk music for a long dine,
while Jens and Patnk have a
backgiound of jarz, rock, Larin
and funk They play acoustdc folk
music and cradinenal unes, which
they arrange 10 therr own way
Their music has traditional roots,
buc the other nbaences can be
heard too. Hulling imeans “bach”,
and their music definitely has an
edge 1o it

AWCD-8, Tongidng
VALSMIDET

This album is based on the wnes
of the fiddle player Anton
Jernberg { 1909-1990), who lived
in Osterbybruk in northern
Uppland, but who came from a
line of fiddlers from southern
Gismokland, and his tunes were
borh fram chis tiadibon and from
the nyckelharpa tadition of
Osterbybruk. All the nine
musicians on this recording have
played with him, and carry on
playing his mnes Curc Tallvoth,
Sven Ahlbiick, and Jeanctte
Jaisson play the fiddle, and Soure
Sahlstrdm, Hans Gille, Kurr
Sodergren, Esbjorn Hogmark,
Sture Hopmark, and Per Gustat
Jernberg play the nyckelharpa

AWCD-9, Tongdng
Ur-UPPLANSKT
Nils Notrdstrom,
Ann-Christine Granfors
Nils 15 the only player who kept
the focal nyckelharpa rradinen
alive in the township of
Bladiker in Uppland. He has
plaved with other nyckelharpa
players from surrounding areas,
but still keeps his style basically
unchanged, with a Lively but
delicale phrasing as well as a
pronounced rhythim. Ann-
Chrstine is 45 years younger
than Nils, and las been playing
the nyckelharpa together with
Nils for half of her hfe
Togerher they form a fine duo,
where Nils mosdy plays the
melody in his cradifional syle,
and Ann-Chrisune mostly plays
a second part or accompa-
niment to the tunc

| AWCD-15 Tongdng

NIKLAS ROSWALL
Niklas Roswall

Niklas Roswall is a young |
nyckelharpa player who became
world champion on the
cheomaric nyckelharpa 1 1996
On this C1) he plays a fine
selection of both unusual and
cOmMMOn mnes, keeping a
good balance beoween holding
on o the rradition and
evolving 1t 1n fus personal way
Mot of the teoes are from

Uppland, the centre of the
nyckelharpa tradition, bur there
are also a number of tunes
from other parts of Sweden
and Norway Niklas plays both |
| solos and ducts with some of




his foends: Jens Engelbrecht
on the guirar, and Ola
Hertzberg and Markus
Svemsson on the nyckelharpa

AWCD-18, Tonging
I STOTEN
Falu Spelmanslag

The Falun Fiddicrs have been
roing tor cen vears, and mosth
play dance music with pulse
and energy. Falun teself has nor
had a snong raadinon af folk
music, but sinee 163y a centic
for the very mnsical provinee
of Dadarna there are manv folk
musicians who have moved in
friom surrounding arcas, and
the tunes on this album reflece
chis. This recording was made
live widh dancers, with about
30 plavers; mosdy fiddlers, bur
also accordion, douhle bass,

my ckelharpa, trumpet and
frLal

AWCD-20, Tongiig
SLAKTAR LOBERG,
JANNE I KARVEN

Ingar & Lena Jorpeland
& Leif Sallgvist

This 1ecording consisey of
ruunes which Lena, Ingvanr and
Leif have gol from three older
musicians who have had an
tmportane mfluence on their
music The oumes on chis
album reflect the traditional
repercaire thal would have
been plaved around the mrn of
the century in Uppland, ar a
rime when the aceordion had
intlucnced the local folk music,

Lena and Ingvar boch play silver-

basharpas made around 1900, and

Leif plays an accordion made
around 1920 Tagether chey
prove that these old instrunents
and chis old music scll sound
fresh

AWCD-22, Tonanng
SKIKT

Johan Hedin & Harald
Pettersson

Sweden’s fotk music scene 1s full
of supnises—and unexpecred
meetings. Here's a bunch of
both—instrurnent virtuosos Johan
ITedin and ITarald Perrersson mer
and starced to play together. The
resulr was breatheaking and we
just had to capture it on CD
TJohan and Harald play their
contemporary foll music from
Lurope’s North. Wich their
anclenr instrurhcnes they invice ko
a spellbinding journey i a wide
landscape of music

AWCD-25, longiing
KONTRABASHARPA 1914
Per Sundin

How did a kontrabasharpa souad
in iy prime? Per Sundin (1858
1928) was a carpencer and
Lunberer from Ilarg in norchern
Uppland. DDuring a privaze tour (o
make exira money in 1914, CW.
von Svdow, a docent in [olk
studies al the Umversiry of Lund,
recorded abour 20 of Per’s runes
for the Tund archives These
unigue recordings of deeply
tradicional kontrabasharpa playing
Teawure both uines from che

common Uppland repertoite and
fhom che hits of the ime His
playing style is robusthy Uppland

hear how several generations of
wpeimdn pet together and play
just for [in

AWCD-26, Tonging
BOHLINS BARNBARN
MED CURT TALLROTH
Bohlins barnbarn

‘the group “Bohling barnbarn™ is
named after the nvckelharpa
maseer August Bollin (1877-
1949, whose prandson Janne
Bohlin plays nyckelharpa wich che
group. Augusr Bohlin iy credired
with making one of che At fly
chiomade 3-row ovekelharpas in
1925 Janne formed thus group in
19940, wirh Ulla Vinrerbdck and
Annika Lidin also on nyckelharpa,
and Tars-Ove Lundberg on the
zther They are also joined by
Curt Tallroth, who heard and
played with Auguse Bohlin (1877-
19497, This recording feauces
Aupust’s tunes, tradidonal tunes
from Northern Uppland

AWCD-27, Tonging
GUBBSKIVAN

Recorded in 1979, with Erc
Sallstrdm (born 19124, Currt
Tallroth (born 19203, Bo Larsson
(born 19417, Viksra Tasse (bamn
1897}, [ cif Alpsio (bom 19437,
and Gunnel Vikings (Viksta Lasse’s
pranddaughter, born 19667 1his
1s a snippet 10 oine, 1 recording
made duting an evening of music,
tood and diink. The musicians
were printarily having [Ln, plaving
tunes and Lelling stores —char the
Lape recorders were gomg, was
secondary. On this record vou can

AWCD-28, Tongang
OCH LIKSOM VINDEN FRI
Eva Tjémebo

Ouw this album of rradinional
Swedish folk songs, Eva is
joined by Viskempaniet, a
group consistng of Inge
Lenrikssen on accordion and
vocals, Kiell Landsoom on
nyr:kclhaq_m and vocals, and
Leif Ahlund on gui,
nyekelharpa, zicher and vocals
There are also a munber of
grrest musicians on cladnet,
double bass, jew?s Latp,
bagpipe, hurdy-gurdy, deum,
recorder, and Gddle 1.ike Fya’s
solo album {AWCD-3), thus
album contans a great varely
ol love songs, ballads, camical
songs, sung dance mwnes, and
more 'Lhe anangemens here
arc more claborate, and add
something (o Lhe songs racher
than decract from them

AWCD-29, Tongdng
PuLs
Stockholm Spelmanslag

Stockhiolm’s spelmanslag
stacred m 1989, and mostly
play manes hom the provinces
of Daluna, Uppland and
Hilsingland, as well as some
Nuorwegian tunes They are
wifluenced by the musical
readitions of these counoy
arcas, but in cheir music you
can also hear the pulse of the

-——
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big city, as well as the quret -
waters that surround ic Aparg
trom fiddle players, the proup
also has accordion, nyckelharpa
and recorder players, and there
15 also a bit of singing on this
recording, though it is mostly
dance music where the hddles
dominatc the playing

AWCD-31, Tongang
ORA

O RA with Anders Matsson
{Nyckelharpa World Champion
1996}, Robert Larsson
{nephew o Viksea Lasse ) and
Orjan Viking fmarried o
Gunnel, Viksta Lasse’s grand-
daughrer) Nyckelharpa, fiddle
and accordion. Pliin and
simpic, really grear music!

AWCD-32, Tonging
PA HUGGET! EN
VANDRING T
SAHLSTROMSKOGEN
Trollrike Spelmiin

Ar last it’s here: the rmuch-
requested C1? number two
from the Trollnke Spelmdn
Twenty-chice pearls from the
rich Hora of tunes in the
Sahlstronis luding places. And
there is plenty 1o choose from,
a4 great varicey of old polskas,
walrzes and marches passed
down [rom genciagon o
generanon 1o the Sahlstrom
family

AWCD-34, Tonging
ZEKE
Duo

Cecilia Oscerholm and Kerstin
Andersson. Two of Sweden’s
youngest nyvckelbarpa virmosos
15 unes from owo daughrers of
[olk musicians who ook chem to
stahunas for years. Finally ehey
became 1terested in the music,
and their playing really took off.

AWCD-30, Tongdng
LATAR__PA NYCKELHARTA
FRAN OSTERBYBRUK

A ressue of the 1975 LT which
was released ac the firse
Nyckelharpa Seimuma at
Osterbvbrak It feanures some of
the old players—Viktor Vikman
ach Justus Gille, playing kontra-
basharpa med dubbellek; some of
thuse chat are now cradioon
bearers—Hasse Gille and Eric
Sahlstram, and some y ounger
players—Per Oskar Hellpren and
Per Jernberg; and die Osterby-
bruk Spelmanslag A classic
recording!

AMCD-724, Amigo
FOLKSAMIING

A wonderlul compiladon of
tiaditional music by some of
Sweden's best musical and vocal
artsts, Sale price $7 00 while
supplies last

AWCT-40, Tongang
BITAR EFTER
LOVSTAGUBRARNA
Bjbrm Bjorn

Recorded in 2001 and containing
bwenry-four selections, or “bitar,”
from the Lovstabruk lincage
Shoulder lifting pieces chat
demand sympathedc rhythmic
movement. Fifteen polskas, seven
waleres, and mwo schottises
thrown in for good measure
Bjorn Bjosn has twice won the
World Championship in old sryfe
nyckelharpa playing

BOOEY AND DVDS

PETER HEDLUND'S
NYCKELHARPA WORKSHOP
Volumes T and TT

DVD §75 00+ $5.00 each
shipping and bandling

Learn 10 play or improve your
playing with two ame world
champion Peter Hedlund as your
personal trainer

DVD foanat Swedish and
Enghish. Two viewing angles.

Nores and rext as PDF files
Order througly the ANA, or
through www.rialeydon com

BUILD A NYCKELHARPA
WITH SOREN AHKER
Soren Ahker

DVD §75.00 + $5.00
shipping and handling

See every single scep required
1o make onc of these fine
wscruments Master builder
Soren Ahker shows us how he
docs ic Fabulous closeups of
everything DV formart
Qrder Qwrough the ANA, or
rhrough www rirdlevdon com

VM2000:WORLD
NYCKELHARPA
CHAMPIONSHIPS
DVD §4000 + $5.00
shipping and bandling

A o and a half our film of
the comperition held in
Osterby, Sweden, in June
2000 The video 15 a fil
{every note) showing of che
comperinon with lots of nice
closcups of fingers and bows,
alse a lot of music we don’t
ordinarily hear. Twenty-one
high caliber musicians. DVD
format Order through the




ANA, or through
wwwriladeydon com

SWEDISH FOLK MUSIC
TREASURES

Nisse Nordstréom, with
Peter Hedlund

$40.00 + $5.00 dripping
and handling

First i a series of Alms
documenting older masters of
Swedish music DVID formar
One hour 12 min Order
through the ANA, or through
www ritalevydon com

CHROMATIC
NYCKELHARPA

A construction manual
by Soren Ahker, 2002
565 ANA wmembers

$75 nos-members

"This book, by muaster harpa
builder Séren Aliker, was
orginally only available in
Swedish {we have a couple ot

e e e e e e —e—
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thase o0}, buc it s finally
available m English. Deraled
building instrucntons and full scale
drawings for both child™ and full

. s1ize nyckelharpa. Indispensible 1f

you are going to build vour own
Also errific Tor simply
understanding how your
nyckelharpa funcoons A greac
companion piece o the DVD
film, Build a nyckelharpa with
Soren Altker, by Ruca Leydon,

. ROSLAGSLATAR

ALBIN, CEYLON OCH
HENRY WALLIN
pub. by Wailin family, 1993

530 ANA smembers
$36 non-members

Companion volume o the
double-CD. A compilation of
writicn nates for the nsic
associaled wich the Wallin farmily
repertnre as represented on the
CDg Personal remiicences
Hardeoser, 103 pages

Swedish language

.‘:::.'lf"i'."“i

B i

NYCKELHARPAN

STUDIER IN ETT FOLKLIGT
MUSIKINSTRUMENT

by Jan Ling, 1967

$50 ANA members
$60 non-members

"The definiove nyckelliarpa rexc on
the moleeular level A thoroughly
1esearched presenrarion of all
aspects on the instriment, its
hustory, iis development, its
making, ity sound, its use, Its
vanattons. Hardcover, 284 pages
Swedish language with
abbreviared Fnglish version

MINA ATTIO AR SOM
SPELMAN
Axel Andersson

87 ANA mewibers
S8 non-members

“My eighry vears a5 a Addler,”
Axel Andersson (1909-1996),
Riksspeiman and recipient of Lhe
Zorn Medal in Gold, is counred
as one of the major spelman in
Sodermanland, Tn chis hook, he
describes in his own words how
lie became che one in his family
carry on the music tradinons of
his father and grandfather, and
other unforgetrable cvents during
his 80 years as a spelman. 57
mwnes are included after Axel and
his wife Elna Softcover, 70 pages
Swedish langnage

SUMMER MMES

NOTE PAD

$3
2 for 85
5 for 310

This pad, 4 1,/4 by L1 inches
with a background print ofa
konrrabasharpa made by Hasse
Gille for Oloy Johansson,
feanues the sk “The
Amecrican Nyckelharpa
Association” ar the botton
Perfect for quick notes o
friends, grocery lists, board
nominations, cover letrers, and
much much more Uscful and
beaudful 1/4 inch thick

PEWTER PIN

Si8

Tins are 2 75 inches from cnd
1o end wigh a pin ddasp on the
bacl

T LR e |
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AMERICAN NYCKELHARPA ASSOCIATION

Order Form

Name =
Streer — e
Citv -1 =
Stare Zip S
Phone | B
E-mail
Please send me the following izems:
Title = Ol =t el
Tile B BT vy e 1 T
l'rle Quantity ___ Price
——t TSl x LGl e gy == = S
Liele 3 (Al 2= 22 = gz el e S
Ticle == @A ——— ¢
Tide LG e e el bl
l'cle - e Quanty _____ Price
Ticle L= N SR P H e
Tile = QLR Rt S Sy e
Tirle (4111 T[T D ST T
Y e e LD — g T 2 s [T
TOTAL S
Prices:

CDs: 516 for ANA members, $18 for non-members
Double CDs: $32 for ANA members, $36 for non-members
Books, ete.: Price varies, check listing

Mail this form and payment to:
American Nyckelharpa Association
PO Box 661
Lahaska, A 18931




Unired States DRepartment of Transporsation 00 Sevendh Sercee 5%
TRANEPORTATION SECURITY ADMINISTRATIODN Washingron .G 20555

Mr. 1homas Lee JAN 17 2003
Prasident

Armerican Federation of Musicians

1501 Broadway Street, Suite 00

New York, NY 10038-5501

Daar Mr. Laa:

As a follow-up t0 our eardier mesting with Mr, Hal Pondesr of the American
Federation of Musicians, following are the Transportation Security
Administration’s (TSA)} revised palicy and procedures regarding the screening

and mﬁmmmmwtsmgh Security screening checkpoints-at
our nation’s airports and transport of musical instiumenis aboard aircraf.

o On Decamber 20, 2002, TSA instructed aircrait operators that effective
immaediately, they ara to silow musica! instruments as carry-on baggags in
addition 1o the limit of one bag and one parsonal item per parson as

carry-on baggage on an aircraft.

o Additionally, thesa reviged procedures wers communicated to our TSA
screeners gl the passenger scrsening checkpoints throughout the country.
Should vour membarship axpariance problems at the security screening
chackpaints, please advise them fo request to speak to a screening
supervigor for reapiution.

If | can provids further assistance, pleass fes! free 1o give me a call

Thomas R. Biank
Assistant Administrator for Secutity
Ragutation and Policy
oo
Mr. Hal Ponder
American Federation of Musiclans

1741 K Strest, Sulte 500
Washington, DC 20036
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In Praise and Awe of Age and Experience
continued from page 1

list—Sture Sahlstrém and Sonia Sahlsoém, Hasse Gille and
Anders Mattsson—intimaring the mesdmable benefits to be
gained by yet o be born enchusiasts if my request o
intrude and flm were granted. By this fime a fddler had
been added to my wish list—Tore Lindgvist, with Tulia
Ryberg as vounger councerpart, T had no tinancal backing,
barely any ceedennals, and  could offer nothing other than
my sincere desire to preserve musical rraditions as well as the
chance of seeing thetr households disrepted and turned
upside down for a day. Everyone was unbelievably gracious
and accommaodating, happy and eager to do what they
could to help me and fcilitate my work. I think maybe they
were fickled that someone cared cnough to make a fuss.
Can vou nmagine how special it was to be welcomed
with open arms and allowed entrv inro the homes of Sture,
Hasse, Nisse and Tore? Very humbling. Very special T
waneed o be mindfy to not munble in like a bulldozer with
all my equipment, vet be prepared 1 wanted to show
respect and patience, vet focus on the task ar hand and
gather as much precious footage as ime and energy
allowed I wanted o peck into the harpamaster’s soul, vet
not be invasive- I wanced Lo {ill the cameras to overflowing,
vet not be greedy. Tricky concerns to balance any way vou

NYCKEL NOTES

look ar ir, akin to walking a tightrope

T nsed only available light on these shoots and as the
afternoon light faded, the colors in my frame faded oo, 1
worked with o digital video cameras—onc¢ on a wipod,
and a second hand held one which T moved around with
and rook close ups for visual varfery. But I was sall only one
person with owo cameras rolling at once. Tdeally there ought
o be bvo of me so we could monitor things better I mried
to think of evervthing and not miss anything, but
Somerlnes in my greac care to cover all bases Id cancel
mysclf out and cause a problem which became apparent
only afrerwards. This happens to somme degree every rime
I'm our It’s the nameral cure for a swelled head,

The subjects of my films are rradition bearers
Seemingly bortomless sources of wonderful tunes from the
past. The relattonship beeween young and eld—Sonia to
Sture, Peter to Nisse, Anders to Hasse, Julia o Tore—is one
ol respect, admiration, love and honor for that which the
clder passes on, While playing together, age is of no
conscquence. Both are equal And yet, the viewer senses the
passing of a baton. The unspoken understanding is clear;
“T've nurtured and kept these tunes alive for a while, I’'m
entrusting them to vou now. Take care of them and
continue to pass them on ™ [his is the fanning of the flame
we call “tradinon”—a vital chread in the tapestry of a
community’s collective culture. Maybe it is life itsclt.

i m,r'“’:-u-,rrh' frrn'r[mnm._i-.:u_u'u_.:;g' thw J'..::.E-mi:a' Fpeiwa sidinr e perform th'ﬂ'.‘:ggni-_r@ngqﬂ f!.'.::]__ﬂ_.?.ir'-"i;i'_l!'llfl‘lq.lhl: o
Mo o205 A et FENN) fodbs wizchond'spnd-Tiredod - Elwivpungd R Sowton, Naiy frwme and-Deie Brady
Frppiiteil s St The it wa rrrrat iy Dk Bl s e 'cametis 2D deni

B EI.HJn!rﬂrn'rnlh'i‘l]' ot
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Nyckelharpa Strings for Sale

The American Nyckelharpa Association is pleased to announce the availability
of strings for the wyckelbarpa! We have five different products for you —
two brands of playing strings and three versions of understring sets.

Playing Strings
The “playing strings” are the four largest strings, Order Form

the ones that vou actually touch with the bow. We have 1 Prices are listed for ANA wembers/non-members.

owo brands to choose from, both manufactured in Price tncludes shipping in the US,

Sweden; Add an appropriate extra amount for internationnl ovders.
PRIM brand strings are made by an old Swedish

string manufacturing company. Their fiddlc stings arc String Set Qty Price Ll

popular among folk musicians, and are available widely

in the US. Their nyckelharpa strings are basically the Prim Plaving Srrings —— 853/%60 S

same as their ccllo stiings, except that chey arc the = F

correct length for nyckelharpas instcad of abour a foot Jorpeland Dlaving Srings ———— $43/550 5

wo long. All four strings are wound. 'Lhe A-string is = A

0207 (0.50 mm) in diameter 6+6 Resonance Strings = == e A e

JORPELAND brand strings arc made by a gammal-

. a ance Simmere I il ) -4

harpa player and artist named Ingvar Jérpeland. He S e aennce Sting Ll gy
mak.es strings for the gammalharpa wo, but the ANA | K, i $20/$25° §
carries only strngs for the modern 3-row nvckelharpa,
The sec is called “]f:rktl.Spcciall,” \\:l}ich admittedly (Mike chocks out o “ANA®) Sa &
doesn’t sound so good in English, The man who first
taught Ingvar tO spin strings (Nils ]:Iril(.s.son) was nick- ALt — e =
named Jerker (YERKer), and the strings are naned after
him The A-string is plain, and the rest are wound Street = =
Sympathetic Strings Ciry L -

We offer three versions of understnngs, described
more fully in the Japuary 1998 edition of Nycke! Noges, | St = Zip ——
Basically, the three sets can be called 6+6, 4+4+4, and
12-step. There’s actally sonic logic here; Phone =
i s Bmal ==t
* 6 wound suings 0217 {0.53 mm) in diameter = .
* 6 plain strings 0147 (0 36 mum) in diameter Send this fiws, with a check made out to the

American Nyckelbarpa Associntion, to:

d+4+4 iy

i d Tim Newcomb
* 4 wound strings 0.247 (0.61 mm) in diamerer 0O, Box 51, Montpelicr, VI 05602
* 4 wound strings 0217 (053 mm) in diameter

* 4 plain strings 014 {0 36 mm) in diamerer

12-step is

* 12 strings, varying from .025” ((1.64 mm) to 014”
{0 36 mm}, by steps of 001" The lower 6 are
wound, the ugher 6 are plain
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Upcoming Nyckelharpa Events

Check the ANA’s web page fov the most cuvrent scheduling information

19 - 21 Sep 2003: Nyckelharpa Stimma with
Hogmarkarna in Seattle, WA

Esbjom, Sture, Goran and Asa will be in Scattle for a
nyckelharpa stimma dhis fall - Esbjérn and Asa are a well-
known couple, trying hard to play “jusc like Erie Sallstrém

Lshjorn is also well-known for his involvement in EST, and

for his skills ar making {and teaching how to make and

repair} nyckelhagpas. Sturc was caught ac the ANA's Hrsr
stimma in 1995, and has been a favorite every since

Esbjtrn’s son Goran is known {or his iddle playing, buris a

great myekelhama plaver as well. Planned events include:

» A dance at the Cedar Valley Grange on Fnday, where
Esbjrn and Asa will ceach Bondpolska frin Viksta at
7230, followed by the dance 8:30 — 11:30 where
Hogwrkarna and others will play:

Workshops on Saturday morning and afternoon, location
TBA Jam session Samurday evening, most hkely ac Dave
and Trella’s hounse on Mercer Island

Pot-luck brunch on Sunday ac Karen Nelson's house in
West Seantle, tollowed by a concert featwing Hogmark-
arma ac 2:00 PALal the Nordie Hentage Muscwm

Prvate lessons are available on requesc. if we can work

Feter Puma Hedlund Nyckelharpa
Woritshops at Scandinavian Folk Festival
September 5-7, 2003

Peter Puma Hedlund, a owo time world
champion nyekelharpa plaver rom Sweden, will be
peeformng and conducting workshops at the
Scandinavian Folk Festival, September 5-7, 2003 in
Jamcstoven, New York: There will be workshop
sessions for nyckelharpa players ofall levels,

TTic Scandinavian Folk Fesdval ofters a weekend
of music and dance as well as Scandinavian foods and
products LThere will be a number of historical and
hancherafl exhibits, a recreation of a Vikine village and
Viking ship, filn and lecture presentations, and more.
It promuses lots of tun for the whole famils!

‘LTe Folk Festivalis sponsored by Lutheran Secial
Services and the Scandinavian Studies Prooram:
Pictures from last vear’s fesaval can be seen at
wwwlutheran-jamestown org. For further informarion
conlict dsady@netsync.net or Don Sandy, 430
Crossman St Jamesconn, NY 14701,

out the tming, Cheek back for more informarion as ic
becomes available, or comact:
Karen Nelson, 4403 51st Ave SW) Seattle WA 981146
206-937-0441 or knelsondr2 3@aol com

August 2002-May 2003:
Year-long Nyckelharpa Course at EST
The Erc Sahlstram Tnseiture (ESI) offers 1ty annual
course i nyckelharpa, in Tobo, Uppland, Sweden Teachers
have included Olov Johansson, Dicte Andersson, Sonia
Sahlsrram, Niklas Reswall, Guanar Ahlbick, Andreas
Berchrold, Hasse Gille, Johan Hedin and Esbjorn Hogmark
The cowrse covers theory, trauscription, arrangements, folk
music history, nyckelharpa history, singing, dance, plasing
for dancing, instrument knowledge and maintainence,
pling on stage, etc. For more information, sce the ANA
web siee or conract:
Enc Sahlsoréim-Insciruarer.
Bruksgatan 3, $-748 50 Tobo, Sweden
Tel +46-295-342 93; Fax +406-295-342 99
csitoba@algonet se or www.ESTobo.org

wreow. riteleydon.com

Treasires Wisse Nordsoam jam
sesston wich an elder master
—nwn, $4o plu §5 s/H

Nechelfun pa Wonld Championshap
Compefinon 2000, 21 musilclans,
—wn, Fao plus $5 50

Build & Nyckelharpa with Saren
Ahker Every deraul. cghe closcups
—vD, $75 plus 55 s/H

Perer Hedlunds Nychelharpskola,
volumes Land 1. Twelve lessons per
volume, slow and in tempo.
Swelish or English audio. Taa
camera angles PBE rexr and nores
—vD, each, S75 plus 5 &/

Muterials produced for true
nyckelharpa aficionados!

PO BOX I27, LAHASKA, I'a T803T

LEYDON | |
GRAFIX |
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Build a Nyckelharpa
with Soren Ahker

A DVD video by Rita Leydon

Reviewed by Matt Fichtenbaum

Those who've seen Perer “Puma”
Hedlund’s instructional nyckelharpa videos
are familiar with Rita Leydon’s work. Tn her
latest project, she watched and filmed while
master builder Séren Ahker brought forth a
nycketharpa, then edited her coprous raw
material down o just over four lours of
concise, flowing story. Séren’s own calm,
wise narragion complements what we scc

As the instrument takes shape, one
notces

*  How harmoniovsly Séren works with
his tools, His knife is just as much an
extension of his arm as Peter Hedlund's
bow is of his,

¢ How quictly confident Séren is,
bringing decisive foree to whatever he's faiiit 1
doing — never hesitant or rencative, but
never going too far or breaking chings

» ‘Lhat whatever is going on, we just happen to be seeing
cxactly the nght thing, a tribute to Rita’s skill as a
videographer and editor

¢ ‘T'hat Séren goes about his work and his description
casily and calmly, oblivious to the flmmaker hovering
over hum with her camera, so 1£%s just “Soren and us” in
tic room.

|'-'.|'|I.—-—.'r kit it M

Ar the end, Soren’s lengtime fitend
Puma comes over, plavs the newly-finished
harpa, and pronounces it worthy., Burt after
watching it take shape, we had no doubr ic
would be

If you've ever wondered how che
wstrument you play got to be this way, this
film provides the answer If you have
Soren Ahker’s book Chromatic
Nyckefbnypa and want (e action as well as
the text, chis is i,

And if vou're thinking about building
an Instriument, vou absolutely need chis
film — it provides the answers, it divilges
the scerets, 1t will keep vou from missceps
and wrong cwns. Just be forewarned:
Soren is so completely at home with s
tools cthar the mere mortal, warching,
might conclude *“If that’s what it takes, I
might as well stop now.”

There’s just one problem. Soren, Swede that he is,
speaks Swedish For lus opening segment, in which he
presents himself and his background, chere’s an English
translation 1 the form of an Acrobat fle on the disk
There’s also a transladon of the segment i which Séren
stands in the forest and discusses choosing and cuting
wood for his inscraments,  Bur tor the acrual constructon,
the non-Swedish-speaking viewer must follew along in
Stren’s bouk or let Séren’s actions speak for themselves

Neithes Chris nor I can play worth beans and talk at the same time, So, for those oceayions when we find
vurselves tn outreach mode—sunemer festivals and the Iihe—we bave a cheap and simple handout that covers
basic “whar is thar?” guestions. It’s not my brilliant idea. I got something similar from some visiting Swedes at
Budd Lake, NJ a fow vears age Most of it I stolp from their design, then Barr Brashers belped mie a bit with the

text.

We've given out hundveds Mavbe others wilf find o use for o too. Feel fiee tv make copies for your own use
T wsunlly bave a bunch in @ basket and of anyone looks ltke they are going to spew forth a question, I smale and

point my bow at the basker.

1o make handouts: Copy the next page on both sides of 2 sheet, turning it 180 deyrees on the second side so
all four pages ave meluded. Then cut the paper in half, so your cut pieces measwre 8 172 by 5 172, Fold once,

and it done.

— Rite Levden
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TuE nyckelharpa
(key fiddle) is one of
the world’s most
genuine traditional
instruments.

The nyckelharpa is a stiinged tnstrument associated wirh the
provines of Uppland in Sweden: The earficst form of the
nyckelharpa had no resonance srrings, s eme melndy scring and
twe drone strings, The oldese known harpa, daced 1526, can be
seen ar the Zom Museum in Mora, Sweden. This harpa s quite
different from roduy’s harpas. Two similar early harpas have been
fowd, one in Norway and one in Finland
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The konoabasharpn was developed in the 17th cenrmury atier
a British satlor brought back the concepe of resonance strings lrom
rhe orient abour 1600, Very similur to the catdier simple harpa, bur
fur the addition of a meludy soing a fifth Tower U the fiese

melody prring

=
B g

In 1836 the kontrabasharpa was succeeded by the

silverbasharpa, so named because the lowese drone string was
wound with silver Ic had two melody strings but now there were
two rows of keys wich o range of more than two octaves. The
musical ideal hod changed from bordun (drone) inscruments o

councer-point harmony

& : BCy atrin

Brapathatic apeipgs DFOmE Blrings
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But what was it like before all of this arrived on the
scene?

From the Editor
Let’s look back.
Back in the 18ch-century dayvs of Byss-Calle, how did

g y | anybody learn 1o plav the nyekelharpa? Fhere were no books
N Cl{E.Ih m I on the subject, no sheer music 1o study. Nobody cared
-y a—ma much abeour so-called “folk traditions” —cthnology hadn’t

been invented yet—and the music was just a way of getting

people to dance, anyway. Tunes were made for dancing, not

tor plaving per se. A “nyckelhampa concert™ would have _

1 been o conmadicton in terms IF vou wanted to play the |
by Bill Layher mstrument, somebody had to show you how. Then vou
started out on your own, a minnow swimming in the stream
of tradition. You heard the tunes being played around vou—
breathed them in—and leagned to do likewise. You jusc did
it—after vour hard day's work was done and your hands
were Hred. If yvou were poor, maybe you had o make your
own harpa first: cut the lumber, shape the boards, mix the
glue, plane the sides, You had ro owist your own strings, cut
your own bow, oim your own pegs. The only saving grace
was the musical tradition itself: it lived all around von, in
every village, in the fleet danding feet of the common
people dwoughout Sweden and in the musical memory of
legendary plavers like Byss-Calle who gave thew tunes to
POSEerIty.
That tradicion, albeir greatly reduced oday, still lives on

in the 21st cenmury, but ovr abilicy 1o grasp onto it s
limited. Since most of us live in the USA—thousands of
miles from Sweden—we can’c easily get up and meet with
other players, or scroll down to Trofirike and take in the

ooking at my bookshelves, I'm amazed at the number

¢+ of resources T have ar my fingerrips thar have helped
Buwermie learn to play the nyckelharpa. Want o see some
sheet music? Here you go—paper copy o1 pdf file? Wane to
hear how this hambo goes? No problem: Nyckelharpa music
flows all around us, instandy available and ever the same
Recordings of every stripe have ourned the ephemeral twrns
of a polska eill mito an everlasang monument of a moment
in musical time. From archives of 19307 radio broadcasts,
to phonograph records, to cassette tape, DAL tape, video
tape, DVI>—the modcrn player has a wealth of opportu-
nities to fearn from the masrers, That is whar this issue is
abour—identifying the resources our there chat help us wo
learn and improve our playing
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atmosphere. (In many cases, we are the only nyckelharpa
plavers in our hometowns,) That's why the CDs, DVDs,
videos, books, sheet music collections ae so umportant to us
—they show us where that tradition 15 conmung from, help us
1o learn Lo appreciate and earichen 1t, and they give us an
oppormunity to help in it continuanece

For yvour education and enjovyment, cthis issuc of Nyckel
Naotes features somie of the newest and best nyvckelharpa
“souff™ ouc there. We present these icems in the hope chat
you will find something here hacis usehul, helpful, or juse
plain cooli But keep in mund, 1€°s not just about listemng to
the tunes or watching che musidians on the screen—et
voursclf be inspired to play.




